Human pasteurized C1-inhibitor concentrate for the treatment of hereditary angioedema due to C1-inhibitor deficiency.
Hereditary angioedema is a relatively rare genetic disorder affecting between one in 10,000 and one in 50,000 individuals worldwide. The most common clinical symptoms observed are relapsing swelling of the skin and abdominal pain attacks. However, more serious and potentially fatal laryngeal attacks can also occur. Hereditary angioedema is most frequently caused by a deficiency of C1-inhibitor. Replacement therapy with Berinert, an intravenous pasteurized C1-inhibitor concentrate derived from human plasma, is a recommended treatment for rapid resolution of acute attacks of hereditary angioedema due to C1-inhibitor deficiency. Prophylactic therapy with C1-inhibitor is also available. Future advances may improve morbidity and mortality associated with hereditary angioedema.